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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action is response to application filed on 08/01/03. Claims 1-7 are 
presented for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 08/01/2003 is In 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Passint 
et al. hereinafter "Passing US patent Number 5,581,705. 

As per claim 1, Passint teaches in a parallel processing system (MPP) col. 2 
lines 14-26), a method of sending a message across an interconnected networi< (see fig 
1 , element 106) from a first compute node (101 ), which has a processor (102) and a 
memory (104), to a second compute node, which has a processor and a memory (see 
fig 1 ), the method which comprises: in the first compute node, setting a message 
header field of the message to a predetermined value and sending the message (see 
abstract, col. 2 line 26 to col. 3 line 5; col 5 line 61 to col. 6 line 37); in the second node. 
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receiving and processing tlie message header, and reading a memory location in 
accordance with contents of a base address register and an index register (fig 11 ; col. 8 
line 45 to col. 10 line 55; col. 12 lines 55 et seq); and using DMA, storing the message 
in a memory at a storage address determined in accordance with contents of the 
memory location (see fig 2). 

As per claim 2, Passint teaches a storage address that is aligned on a memory 
page boundary (see fig 2). 

As per claim 3, Passint teaches incrementing the index register (see fig 6; col. 2 
lines 57 et seq). 

As per claim 4, Passint teaches decrementing a size register indicative of a 
number of storage addresses stored in a portion of memory (see col 9 et seq). 

As per claims 5-7, Passint teaches checking the contents of the memory location 
(col. 2 lines 54 et seq), comparing a field of the contents of the memory location with the 
message header field (see fig 10-1 1 ; col. 7 lines 42 et seq), and providing the contents 
of the memory location with a valid bit ... (see col. 6 lines 5 et seq). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications, firom the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zami Maung can be reached on 571 272 3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Frantz Jean 
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